Notes on CUGG Meeting September 6, 2007

WELD LIBRARY’S DOWNLOADABLE DVD MOVIES 

                                    By Eileen McCluskey, Weld Library

Free with your library card 

Check out one movie every 24 hours

No need to return them

Watch it sometime in the next 7 days

When you click “Play” you have 24 hours to watch it, then it deletes

Watch it as many times as you want during the 24 hours

Specs required:

Broadband connection

Firefox or IE browser & XP

1 GB drive space, 1 GHz processor

To find out what’s available, go to library catalog search
search general keyword “mylibrarydv”

this shows all available DVD’s

Go to www.MyLibrary.us > on demand videos > begin download (of application)

Takes 2-4 minutes

Requires your PIN number: last four digits of your phone number

Download time is about 30 minutes for 2-hour movie

To watch your movies on TV:

Connect your computer’s S-video output to TV’s S-video input

See library Help> “View on TV by S-video”

MICROSOFT PUBLISHER 2007 -- Frank Whiteley

Sells for $161 or $94 if upgrade

For newsletters, invitations, certificates, birthday cards, etc.

Easy to use

Saving pages:

Takes 10% of the space required by the previous version

Can save in older formats, or PDF
Can save as object, e.g. jpeg

Can save as html for web pages

Full install with clip art takes 855 MB

Additional tools and art available at MS website

LCD MONITORS – Don Wiegel

(See Don’s article on monitors at www.cugg.org) 
Size is measured diagonally

Smaller dot pitch is better – should be 26 or less

No flicker

No electromagnetic radiation

No burn-in from a static image

Less color depth than big old CRT’s

Active matrix TFT’s have better color than passive matrix monitors

If your new monitor has bright spots in a dark screen, return it


Bright spots in dark areas are bad pixels

Most failures are in backlights and power supply, not screen

LCD MONITORS – Jamie Leben

When buying new monitor find out what your video card supports


Go to Device Manager>Display Adapter & get name of video card



Right click My Computer, left click Hardware>Device Manager


Google the card to find what it supports


Get your monitor to match

A new video card can give you DVI

Screen shapes


Old 4:3


New 16:10 “Wide Screen”

Ideal: 22” wide screen with 1680x1050 resolution

Good: 19”-20” wide screen (about $200 now)

Good features


DVI in


USB in


Height adjustable


Rotate portrait to landscape


Built-in speakers

Contrast ratio: higher the better

See reviews at Tomshardware or anandtech.com

GADGETS – Don Wiegel

Pill dispenser that reports whether you took your pills ($100 plus $50 per month

Electronic bar tender

Remote controlled Army tank

Etc.

SOFTWARE OF THE MONTH – Don Wiegel 

Scan to PDF ($40)

