Tips, Tricks, and More Google Magic
By Ron Mettler, March 12, 2011

A. Google Programs of Interest

1. Google Chrome Browser — Search for “google chrome”
Jjust download and install as directed. Once it is installed you may set your
preferences by clicking on the small wrench in the upper right corner (Customize and
Control Google Chrome). Before I do that though, I find the home pages that | prefer
to open when Google Chrome starts. In one or more tabs, type in the page addresses
such as msnbc.com, my.yahoo.com, or news.google.com. Select Options for setting
various preferences. If you wish to have Chrome open with specific pages in one or
more tabs, click on “Use current pages”. You may set a home page that opens when
you click on the Home Icon to the left of the address bar. | typed in google.com for
my home page and | checked Show Home Button. | also checked Enable instant for

faster searching. See below:

Options Basics

Q On startup
Basics
FPersonal Stuff
Under the Hood
Home page
Toolbar
Search

Default browser

Open the home page
Reopen the pages that were open last

@ Open the following pages:

@ My Yahoo! http://my_yahoo.com/
@ Google News http://news_google_com/news ?pz=1&cf=all&ned=us&hl=endq
e Breaking MNews, Weather, Business, Healt... hitp://www.msnbc.msn.com/
*§ Google Fast Flip http://fastfiip.googlelabs.com/
Add Use current pages

Use the New Tab page

@ QOpen this page: -" http:/fwww.google com/
| Show Home button

Google - Manage search engines...

V| Enable Instant for faster searching and browsing
Omnibox input may be logged Learn more

The default browser is currently Google Chrome.



The second page of options is Personal stuff which | set as follows:

Options Personal Stuff

Qr Sync Synced to ronmettler@gmail.com. Last synced: 1 min ago

Basics Stop syncing this account Customize__

Remove synced data on Google Dashboard

Personal Stuff

Under the Haad
Passwords @ Offer to save passwords

0 Mever save passwords

Manage saved passwords. .

Form autofill Enable Autofill to fill out web forms in a single click

Manage Autofill settings

Browsing data Import data from another browser._

Themes Reset to default theme

Get themes



The below shows how | set Under the Hood settings:
Options Under the Hood

Qr Privacy
Basics
Persaonal Stuff

Under the Hood

Web Content

Network

Translate

Downloads

Security

Content settings... Clear browsing data...

e Chrome may use web services to improve your browsing experience

You may optionally disable these services Learn more

Use a web senice to help resolve navigation errors

Use a prediction service to help complete searches and URLs typed in the address bar
Use DNS pre-fetching to improve page load performance

Enable phishing and malware protection

[T] Automatically send usage statistics and crash reports to Google

Font size: Custom = Customize fonts...
Page zoom: 100% v
Languages and spell-checker settings Change Gears settings

Google Chrome is using your computer's system proxy settings to connect to the network.

Change proxy settings...

Offer to translate pages that aren't in a language | read

Download location: | C:\Users\Ron'\Downloads\Chrome Downloads
[Tl Ask where to save each file before downloading
You have chosen to open certain file types automatically after downloading.

Clear auto-opening settings

Manage certificates...
Check for server certificate revocation
Use S5L 3.0
Use TLS 1.0

Change...

Google Cloud Print You have registered your printers with Google Cloud Print using the account ronmettler@gmail.com

Nisahle Gonale Cloud Print Manane Print Settinos

In order to keep Chrome as your default Browser, when Internet Explorer pops up
with a Window indicating that it is not your default browser, check that you do not
want IE to be the default and then click on “no”.

Explore the many Extensions available, click on the Customize tool, select Tools,
Extensions. The most useful that | use are: Last Pass, Google Share Button, Google
Mail Checker, and Screen Capture (by Google). Others include Knol Buddy,
StumbleUpon, and Coliris. The extension Google Toolbox (by Google) looks like it
is interesting and needs to be explored (I have not done so yet),



An interesting new feature in Chrome is the screen that appears when you click on the
new Tab +:
8 Google X m

& cCf Ie.com

X My Yahoo! <@ Google News Al Breaking News, Wea... 31 Google Calendar [ Ron'siTouch >Z The USGS Store - On... | & Google Dg

Web Images Videos Maps News Shopping Gmail more ~

Click on the + to go to the below screen

GO ugle

My new Tab screen looks like:
® Google News &l Breaking News, Weather, ... 8 Google Fast Flip X ﬂ 3
Q hkd Kk ¥ 2 SU
Google News  dis Breaking News, Wea.. 31 Google Calendar [ Ron'siTouch % The USGS Store - On.. F& Google Docs- Allite.. [ Animal Magic tr 95 websites you sho...

ronmettler@gmail.com

NewsBlur AutoCAD WS Full Screen W Planetarium NPR for Chrome
amazon

[ TH !

Amazon Wind GatheringPoint

» Most visited

3 Google  &:My-Yahoo! & Breaking New. &3 NASA-Home et Product review... & DI-624

Recently closed

% options [ 4Tabs

Explore the options, especially the Web Store to add items such as the ones that |
have added in the above screen.



2. Teachparentstech.org; a great site for learning basic things regarding your computer.

@ www.teachparentstech.org

P Google Mews Breaking Mews, Wea... 31 Google Calendar

B Ron'siTouch =% The USGS Store - On..,

Send your parents a

TECH SUPPORT =

care package

@““ Hello: [1Mom [1Dad [l

I'm really: [ shocked [ impressed [ worried [ jazzed

that you've been using your computer these days.

CATEGORIES: SELECT VIDEOS TO SEND: WVIEVY ALL VIDEOS

THE BASICS

WORLD WIDE WEB
COMMUNICATION
MEDIA

FINDING INFORMATION

COPY & PASTE (&

ADJUST THE TIME ON YOUR CLOCK (~

CHANGE YOUR DESKTOP BACKGROUND (MAC) (&
CHANGE YOUR WALLPAPER (PC) =

MAKE TEXT BIGGER (OR SMALLER) =

TAKE A SCREENSHOT (=

CHAMNGE YOUR SCREEMNSAVER (MAC) (&

CHAMNGE YOUR SCREEMSAVER (PC) (2

oooooood

3. Google Earth the latest version that | am using is:

1ayer
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sty Go t)gle earth

Places Google Earth  6.0.0,1735 (beta) \\
= Build Date 11/23/2010 \
Phetos Build Time 6:37:23pm \
. Roads Renderer OpenGL
3D Buildings Operating System Microsoft Windows (6. 1.7601. 1)
Q Cicean Video Driver NVIDIA Corporation (00008.00017.00012.05896)
@ Explore the Ocean Max Texture Size 4095x4096
Sel kh. le. 4
Mational Geographic rver googe.com
s Cousteau Ocean World ‘.
[¥I[%] Ocean Sports L’

C? Shipwrecks
. Qcean Expeditions
& Marine Protected Areas (2
ﬂ ARKive: Endangered Ocean..,
[E State of the Ocean

[ Animal Tracking

4 Census of Marine Life

a Marie Tharp Historical Map

m

=] ’m Weather
Vs clouds
@' Radar
[¥I&3 Conditions and Forecasts
11 Information
=]

¥ Gallery

V1€ 360Cities

.ﬁ Ancient Rome 3D

[Ep-) Discovery Networks
il Earthquakes =

i}~ 4 Everytrail

¢ European Space Agency

¥.® Gigapan Photos

[V Gigapxl Photos

11 Google
i Google Earth Community . 11 MapLink/Tele Atlas
V@ nasa : 2011 Europa Technologies
s s 5
Natlunal Geographic Maga... US Dept of State Geographer

Note the options that can be displayed on the left side. Check the items that interest you.

= Google Docs - All ite... W Animal Magic  tr 95 web

BROUGHT TOYOU BY GOOGLE



4. Google Maps — maps.google.com. Note that you can select your default location and
add options such as, videos, traffic, photos etc. Just click on the Map Icon in the
upper right of the window.

8 Google Maps ©w 5 ¥

€ (<" 8 © maps.google.com P « * = 8w B & & A
¥ MyYahoo! @ GoogleNews &l Breaking News, Wea.. 31 Google Calendar [ Ron'siTouch > The USGS Store-On.. & Google Docs - All te... | #m) Other bookmarks
Web Images Videos Maps News Shopping Gmail more - Ron Mettler - &%
GOL)gleiﬁ%’lapS «~ Search Maps :

Get Directions My Maps « & Print Send @ Link

Greeley, CO
Change default location

Put your business on Google Maps

5. Google Docs, docs.google.com, if you are not using it, you are missing a lot in my
opinion.

6. Knol at knoll.google.com is a great resource of information. Note that papers in
foreign languages can be translated to English while in Chrome. Don’t forget to
search Knol when you need information.

7. Google Calendar to keep track of your appointments, calendar.google.com. The
calendar can be synched to your iPod, iPad, Android, or other smart phones.

8. Picasa — Great image editor and organizer. Try out the upload to Picasa Web albums
feature and then run a slide show on your TV with a Roku, or any Web enabled TV or
other similar device. If you are not logged on to your Google account Picassa will
prompt you so that the albums upload to your Photos Web location. Note that under
Tools, there is a batch upload feature which allows you to upload multiple albums at
one time. A nice feature is in Tools, Geotag, Geotag with Google Earth. Tag a photo
by selecting the location of the photo in Google Earth, then save the new tag in
Google Earth My Places on the left.

9. Google Translate is an automatic feature in Chrome.



